A 
oO 
oO 
i] 
be 
Sue 
eck 
a 
~~ 
26 
GES 
aa 
o a 
28 
eed 
2 pz « 
Ei 
3 
8a 5 
Cit 
Py 
252 
EGS 


i. 
a 
o 
Oo 
DS 
a 
58 
2s 
oe 
ac 


= "  -25X1A2g 


naked Whole 


Approved For. R Ipase 199916 b/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R00040037 
wLNILA Live PO 


a 
, 


Cn fe 


COUNTRY Tart Va DATE: 25X1A6a 


ro. 
m 


DIST. .- March 19h? 
PAGES 2 
SUPPLEMENT 50-3592 
25X1X6 


SUBJECT Phanar iffaira 
25X1A6a 


ORIGIN 


ath 


1. When ths news of Patriarch Maximos' mental condition was first nade public, 
the Turkish authorities had planned to appoint a medical commission to 
visit the Patriarch and ascertain the nature of his illness, but up to 
now they nave refrained from such action. 


¢. Informed Turkish circles admit that if a medical commission were to find 
the Patriarch's illness incurable, the Turkish authorities would insist 
upon his resignation and the iemediate election of a successor, in order 
to end the present ambiguous situation at the Phanar. 


3. At present the Turkish Government wishes to have the Phanar in charge 
of a powerful man, who could cope with Patriarch Alexet and the religious 
policies of Russia. 


4. Turkish authorities reportedly would welcome Mer. Thomas as the naxt 
Patriarch. He is well knom to them as he has headed many patriarchal 
delegations to Ankara. He speaks fluent Turkish and comes of Anatclian 
stock. He is also known for his snti-Russian attitude and has been heard 
to express himself very strongly against the activities of Patriarch Alexei. 
Since Myr. Thomas does not wish to be a candidate, the Turkish authorities 
would approve, as an alternative choices, Metropolitan Tacovas of Imbros . 
who was favored some years ago by the formar Turkish Minister of Interior 
Slicrk Kaya as his choice for Patriarch. 
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Mer. Yacovas apparently stil] has a number of 6 
influential Turkish friends. 25X1X 


A Russien delepation, which did not sucesed in obtaining a visa for 
Torkey, is new vistting Damescus, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, ete., 


and is keeping in close touch with the leading Arab personalities 
of the CGrthodox faith. 


Review Date: 


It is possible that the above-xentioned 
visit refers to the Russian delegation, headed by Metropolitan 25X1A6a 
Gregory of Leningrad, which visited Cairo, Alexandria, Jerusalen 


and Damaseus in November aid r 2916. 
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6. Tt is reported that Phanar circles have catcrorically denied 
the statements published in Tanin on 26 January to the effect 
that « Rusgian dele«ation, headed hy Vetropolitan Gregory of 
Leningrad, was preparing te visit Patriarch Haxixvos, eens 
and that durine the visit the historic wooden gateway at the 
entrance of the Patriarchate would be dismantled, 


25X1X6 [mis is the cateway on which Patriarch 
Gregory V was hanged, by orcer cf the suitan in 121, 
in retaliation for the Gree: revolutionary movexent. 


7. Phanar circles reportedly contend that this nowspaper report 
is basad on a pelicy of prevocation and this in spite of the 
fact that Yalgin, editor of Tanin, advocates close Turkish- 
Greek friondsnip. 


8. It is stated that Turitish authorities huve froquently requested 
that this catmmy be disnantled, but that the Phanar will never | 
consent te the destruction of this historic uymbol of the carly 
Greok revolutionary movauent. 
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